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   Pastoral Ponderings
When our children were young, we used to count-down to midnight on New Year's Eve, when it was really only about 9:00.  They couldn't tell time yet and didn't have to stay up until real midnight to share in the excitement of the turning of the year.  Some cynics among us might say that nothing really changes with the turning of the calendar, that the arrival of January 1st at midnight is just as artificial a turning point as our count-down at 9:00 p.m.  I hope that most of us still find within ourselves some potential for new life, some fervent desires for the future as we cross the threshold into a time called 2013 which has never existed before.  

I am grateful for a new opportunity called the Nehemiah Leadership Network.  NLN is  a three-year program designed to provide support and training for pastors who are leading congregational renewal and transformation.  Rev. Wayne Paulson, ABC/NYS interim regional executive minister, nominated me to participate in this program that includes pastors from 10 Northeast regions. Our  Coordinating Council and Pastoral Relations Committee approved.  The program begins with a three day conference in February  I will be assigned to a cohort group of other pastors which will meet regularly throughout the year under the direction of a mentor.  I have already begun to set some personal learning goals in the areas of spiritual growth, emotional maturity, and skills for leading transformation.  The program requires a financial commitment from me and from the church.  I appreciate your support and will look forward to sharing my learning with you.

continued…
And I hope that you will share your learnings and opportunities in 2013 with me and with your community of faith.  What new doors are opening in your life this year?

Help me to believe in beginnings,

to make a beginning,

to be a beginning,

so that I may not just grow old,

but grow new

each day of this wild, amazing life

you call me to live

with the passion of Jesus Christ.

-- from a prayer by Ted Loder, "Help Me to Believe in Beginnings" 

in  Guerrillas of Grace










Blessings,










Kathy
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           ”Rigoletto”

                      Sunday, January 27

              

         3:00 p.m.

at Emmanuel

presented by 
Capital Concert Opera

Michael Clement, conductor and accompanist

Opera company director, Patricia Sheridan
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From Service to Others…

                     Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering

              to be Received    
The roots of RMMO go back to the mid-1930’s, when American Baptist congregations received a Communion Fellowship Offering on the first Sunday of each month to support needy and elderly clergy within their churches.  In 1948 churches began donating to the November Communion Fellowship Offering, providing financial assistance to the denomination’s elderly ministers, missionaries and their widowed spouses.   In 1977 American Baptist Churches USA launched the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) to continue this tradition of thankfulness.
Today RMMO is a tangible way for American Baptist congregations to say “Thank you for…”  the commitment, service and spiritual guidance of retired ministers, missionaries and their widowed spouses.   The offering supports those who have devoted their lives to God’s service by providing emergency assistance in their times of need and, for those eligible, a “Thank You” check at the end of each year.   In 2011, RMMO provided Thank You checks to more than 3,300 recipients.  On Sundays January 20 and 27, you will have the opportunity to contribute to this annual appeal.  Envelopes will be provided for your convenience.  
 Dinner to be Delivered
On January 18, Emmanuel will provide a  meal for guests of the Emergency Overflow Shelter.  The menu has not yet been determined, but if you would like to help, please contact Karen Kendall.  Guests are always sincerely grateful for the meals we provide.
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                                             Pennies for Haven   
This annual fundraiser for the Interfaith Partnership for the Homeless will continue through the month of January.  Please drop your donations of pennies (nickels, dimes and dollars welcome!) in the bucket in Fellowship Hall.  The Interfaith Partnership provides shelter and meals, as well as a variety of services at its Sheridan Hollow Drop-in Center.   Thank you! 

                                        [image: image16.wmf]
Deadline for the February  issue of the MOSAIC 

is January 18.
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Mark Your Calendar…

January 1   Church Office Closed  
Happy New Year!
       January 6   ~  Diaconate & Lunch 
       January 8   ~ Medieval Feast Planning

                             Meeting: 4:30 at church

                           ~ Coordinating Council
                               5:30 at Malone’s
      January 20  ~  Annual Meeting  
                              “Family Matters”

     January 21  ~  Church Office Closed
.  
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  A Note of Appreciation
Thank you to all who attended the wonderful birthday party in my honor.  It  was a great surprise to see so many friends and family gathered together.  I was truly overwhelmed. (I’m still recuperating!)  Thank you.


     ~ Jennie DeFlaviis

Men’s Gathering Scheduled
Emmanuel men will begin the new year by enjoying lunch together at Otis and Oliver Restaurant on Wednesday, January 2.  (The restaurant is at Mill Rd. Golf Course in Latham)   If you plan to attend, please contact Bob Hunziker or Roy Mallory so adequate seating can be arranged.  
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    Shampoo
Coming February 3…
FOCUS Worship &

Annual Meeting at Emmanuel

Happy Birthday…
                   January
Ellen Corcoran                                                    3rd
Kathy Donley                                                     4th
Michael Clement                                              11th                                            

Avan Neer                                                        11th
Rosemary Koonce                                            14th                                        

Monica Scheerer                                               15th                                                      

Lucas Silverman                                                15th
Mattie Blassengale                                           18th
Jean Burton                                                      21st
Samuel Koonce                                                24th
Chelah Collins                                                  25th
Erica Edwards                                                  25th
Hunter Spann                                                   25th

Gretchen Scheu                                                26th
Veronica Collins                                              28th
If your birthday is not published in our monthly  listing, please notify Dorothy at 465-5161.
If you have not yet submitted your Annual Report, please do so as soon as possible.  We wish to distribute the Book of Reports on Sunday, January 13.
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Office:  (518) 465-5161                                                                                      emmanuelalbany@juno.com






































