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 Pastoral Ponderings...
                                           I feel the winds of God today. Today my sail I'll lift.

By the time you read this, we will have celebrated Pentecost, 
that event recorded in Acts 2 where the Holy Spirit swept through with wind and fire and an outpouring of languages.  A child in another church once tried to convince me to attempt to replicate that event in worship.  He wanted huge fans in the sanctuary so we could feel the power of the wind and a live fire burning in a large container.  Knowing my penchant for experiential worship, you might be surprised that I did turn him down.  I could just envision the inferno his proposal would have created(!), but I appreciated his enthusiasm.  I have also appreciated your enthusiasm and energy in recent weeks.  I feel the winds of the Spirit moving among us and I hope you do too.  

In the month of May, several people seemed to follow the leading of the Spirit to attend workshops.  Kathy Moore went to Minneapolis for three days to talk about Funding the Missional Church.  Robin Bray, Marilyn Malone and Jim Wilkerson attended Children, Youth and a New Kind of Christianity in Washington, DC.  We supported them by paying their registration fees, but all of them gave of their own time and money to pay for accommodations and travel.  They have already begun to share the ideas and inspiration that came from those events, but more will seep out as they continue to offer leadership within our church.  I am grateful for their enthusiasm and focused energy.

Also in the last month, we have seen the transformation of the former nursery and stage and under balcony.   The Room For Grace committee (Jean Burton, Bob Green, Judy Henningson,  Edith Leet, David Malone, Marilyn Malone, Tony Malone, and Kathy Moore) did a wonderful job of bringing new order and function to those spaces.  Each member of the committee and also Tom Lahut and Sam Hill, put in many hours painting which helped reduce the total cost of the project.  Jean Burton is especially to be thanked for spearheading this work, which includes almost daily contact with the contractor and attending to many, many details.  Again, I am grateful for the enthusiasm and the energy invested to see this through to completion.

continued…
On a recent Sunday morning, I mentioned a conversation with Roy Medley, the president of our denomination, who described Emmanuel as a beacon for social justice and compassion.  The consistent energy and attention given to these concerns over the years is yet another way that the Spirit's wind and fire have been exhibited among us.    

Finally, as I receive graduation announcements, I remember that at this time last year, I was in Indiana celebrating Molly's high school graduation.  I am grateful to you for enabling me to be present for so much of her senior year, even though it meant being apart from you.  Your compassion and flexibility at that time will always be a manifestation of the Spirit of God to me. 

Blessings,
Kathy
Shane Claiborne Conference
June 22 & 23

Still time to Register!

Call 462-2470 or visit www.crtc.org
· Friday, June 22, 7:00-8:30 p.m.  Too often Christianity has been seen as a set of doctrines or beliefs.  We end up with "statements of faith" when what we really need are "statements of practice".  Shane will help us discover why we need both. 

· Saturday, June 23, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Shane will lead us to explore issues of peacemaking, social justice and the radical, sometimes uncomfortable, call to live like Jesus.  Learn how to make a difference in our neighborhoods, communities and in our world.  

Cost:  $35 for Friday; $95 for Saturday; $105 for both days

Under 25 – just $10!
A 10% discount and scholarship help is available to FOCUS Church participants;

call  443-0460 for information  
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                                                  “Country Discovery” at Emmanuel
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The EBC summer program for children  ages 3 through 4th grade will begin on June 24.  The focus will be on four countries where American Baptists have a presence.  We will be discovering India, Germany, Nicaragua, and Egypt.  Watch for more information in the coming weeks.   If you have questions about the program, please talk to Becca Leet.
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Begins...June 20!
From Service to Others…

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
to be Received on June 17 & 24
One Great Hour of Sharing continues to focus on the ways “Sharing Brings Joy”, this year specifically on how “Sharing Brings Joy to Others.” Much of the time our gifts bring joy in tangible ways:
· A family displaced by natural disaster of political unrest is grateful to receive food, shelter, and the comfort of a safe place to begin to rebuild their lives.

· A woman who has had to walk miles to carry potable water for her family smiles as she draws water from a clean well near her home.

· A child excitedly arrives for the first day of class at her village’s new school.

O f course, when we “sow bountifully” by giving to others, we reap bountifully by sharing in the joy that our gifts bring to those whose basic needs are met through the important work of all our partners in service.

In his second letter to the Corinthians, Paul reminds us of another way our giving brings joy to others – by encouraging the Church to give.

When we become aware of the needs of our extended global family, we are rescued from the fearful sense of scarcity our recent economic downturn has instilled.   We are awakened from the daydream of our isolation and reminded of all those around the world with whom, in the Spirit, we are one.  Then we see others in need, not as recipients of our charity, but as sisters and brothers with whom we are called to share abundantly.

And the joy they experience from sharing in God’s abundance extends beyond the tangible expressions they receive.  Knowing there are those who would share willingly with them, they are reminded of who they are:  beloved children of the Creator, sister and brothers of us all, each one a person of sacred worth.

This year, as we share our tithes and offerings with One Great Hour of Sharing, remember all the ways our gifts bring joy to others.   Sow bountifully and share abundantly, knowing that we are not only helping change the statistics, we are also helping change lives.  May we all give cheerfully and multiply the joy!
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           Summer Supper to be Prepared
On July 8 Emmanuel will provide a meal of cold salads for guests of the Interfaith Shelter to enjoy.  If you would like to contribute,  please contact Karen Kendall.  Thank you!
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                June:  bar soap
EMMANUEL IS SHINING!!

The past few months have seen amazing changes in our building.  A sparkling clean and inviting nursery is ready for children to explore.  Nursery attendants will be able to listen to the sermon while attending to the children.  The library had a complete makeover and new shelving will soon arrive.  The choir has led a somewhat nomadic life but now has their own dedicated room, newly painted, with new carpeting.  The crowning jewels of the current renovations are the new bathrooms with automatic lights, handicap accessible toilets, bright clean tile, and new windows.  We have been waiting (and saving) for these changes to occur,  and they will enhance all the ministries in the building.  

And wait… there’s more…  In early June right after Children’s Day we will remove everything from the fellowship hall so that all the wood floors can be sanded and refinished.  To insure a hard durable coating that will endure many years it will be necessary to restrict any and all traffic on these wood floors for two weeks, beginning June 4th to June 15th.  Conveniently Emmanuel will worship at the picnic on the 10th so that most of us will be surprised by a beautiful shiny new floor when worship resumes later in the month.  

Many thanks to all those who have come in during the week to help, to those who came on work days to move the process along and to everyone who has pledged financial support to make this happen.  Together we are making amazing progress for the future of Emmanuel.   (JB for RFG)
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                                                         Nursery                                                                             Rest Room
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Library
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       NYS Senate Names “Women of Distinction”

The Rev.  Debra Jameson, FOCUS Community Minister, has been honored by the NYS Senate as a 2012 Woman of Distinction.  She was selected by Senator Neil D. Brslin for her work with hungry, impoverished, and marginalized people in our Albany community.  She is one of 60 women so honored at a ceremony on May 15.

“This event showcases outstanding women living and working in New York State whose contributions have greatly enriched the quality of life in their communities and beyond,” wrote Senate Majority Leader, Dean G. Skelos in the ceremony’s program.  “We recongnize a select group of women who represent the qualities of leadership, compassion, and diligence,” he continued.  “Let us celebrate their hard work and subsequent success…but also be mindful that today’s honor spotlights the groups in which they are involved and the causes for which they fight.”

Reve Jameson has been the Executive Director of the FOCUS Churches of Albany for the last 13 years.  She had expanded botht the FOCUS membership and the programs designed to meet the community’s needs.  One of the newer programs is FOCUS Advocates, an effort to train and mobilize people to address the systemic causes of hunger and poverty.   Rev. Jameson called it “the opportunity to join acts of charity with acts of justice.”  (EL)
The FOCUS Churches of Albany Honored

FOCUS Churches of Albany was honored by the Hunger Action Network of New York State (HANNYS) at ceremonies on May 22 in Albany. “FOCUS Churches has been serving the needs of low-income inner-city Albany residents for over 50 years,” the program stated. “The ministry is a collaborative effort of six congregations. Their unique style of serving “with” instead of “to,” always allowing dignity and empowering those in need to work for economic justice makes them a true leader in the helping community. ...FOCUS frequently hosts elected officials and policymakers at their program, showing them the reality of hunger and poverty and urging them to enact needed reform. ... FOCUS and its Community Outreach Minister, Rev. Debra Jameson, have played a leadership role with the Faith and Hunger Network and were instrumental in securing the recent increase in the welfare grant.”

HANNYS also honored Frank Mauro, Executive Director of the Fiscal Policy Institute, and Congressman Paul Tonko for their long-term work for economic justice.  (EL)
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Mark Your Calendar…
Change of Date:
Hike at 5 Rivers has been rescheduled for July 21
(not June 2 as originally planned)
Worship & Picnic in the Park ~ June 10
Coordinating Council ~ June 12

Diaconate ~ June 24

Worship & Picnic  in the Park

                         Sunday, June 10

                              10:30 a.m.

                  Peebles Island State Park

You are asked to bring a dish to share; meat for the grill and beverages will be provided.  Please be sure to sign up and indicate if you will bring salad, dessert, a snack item or vegetable.  Cost before the picnic is $4/person, $10/family.  If not paid in advance, cost the day of the picnic will be $5/person,$12/family.

Car pooling is encouraged since there is an admission fee of $6/car to enter the park.  If anyone needs a ride, please contact Barbara Lahut at 
766-9333.  
Women, Let’s Look Ahead…

Fransego American Baptist Women’s Ministries Spiritual Retreat
“Walkin’ in the Spirit – Steppin’ out in Faith”

at

Pathfinder Lodge

Friday & Saturday Sept. 7-8

Beginning with dinner at 6 on Friday,

Ending at 3:30 on Saturday
Cost $30

Registration deadline:  September 1

Call Laura Palada at 783-2044 to register

Or, speak with Karen Kendall for more information.
[image: image18.wmf]
                Deadline for the Summer issue
       of the MOSAIC is June 18.
   Happy Birthday…
[image: image19.wmf]Audrey Ford                                                           3rd
Claudette Mink                                                      5th

Natalie Johnson                                                    7th
Elaine Spoor                                                          8th
Donna Brown                                                        8th
Barbara Lahut                                                        9th
Bob Green                                                            10th
Sarah Oziomiek (Malone)                                   13th
Edie Simpson                                                       17th
Robin Bray                                                           18th
Adele LaBarge                                                     19th
Erin Wilkerson                                                     19th
Ken Cole                                                              19th
Edith Leet                                                             29th
Kathy Landers-Wise                                            29th
MaKayla Smith                                                      1st
Lydia Johnson                                                       3rd
Amanda Gibson                                                    4th
Kevin Cole                                                             6th
Bessie Gibson                                                      10th
Nancy Horan                                                        11th
Beth Fuchs                                                           13th
Tracy Collins                                                       14th

Andrea Carver                                                      14th
Kendra Lahut                                                       14th
Rebecca Lamar (Malone)                                     21st
Jim Wilkerson                                                      23rd
Catherine Firman                                                 25th
Esther Moore                                                       26th
Elaine Clark                                                         29th
Amber Collins                                                      31st
Randolph Franklin                                               31st
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