[image: image1]


April     2012                                                                                                     Volume XXXIII  No. 4
[image: image6.jpg]ﬂl'.l SO00008088808888
M
=

= THE MOSAIC

Publlshed monthly by

EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH

275 STATE STREET
ALBANY, NY 12210




                         
      Pastoral Ponderings...
    Today's teenagers are interested in science-connected careers.  According to a study conducted last year with teens ages 13-17, by the Barna Research Group, many want to work in medicine or health-care (23%).  Other occupations desired by teenagers include engineering (13%), science (8%), veterinary care (5%), and technology (5%).   

In a separate study conducted between 2007 and 2011, the Barna Group attempted to discover reasons why young adults between the ages of 18 and 29 had left the church.  The young adults involved in the study had all been active in a Christian church at some point in their teen years.  One of the major reasons young adults said that they feel disconnected from church or from faith is that the church comes across as antagonistic to science.  Twenty-nine percent felt that "church are out of step with the scientific world we live in"  Another one-quarter embrace the perception that "Christianity is anti-science." 

Considering the findings of these two studies together, it doesn't look good for the church.  Almost half of today's teenagers express an interest in science-related careers and a significant number of the generation just ahead of them abandoned Christianity because they believe the church is anti-science.  There are many inferences that might be drawn from these findings, but overall, I think they point to a bigger picture, a picture in which Christian faith is increasingly irrelevant to the lives of contemporary people.  

I am concerned about that picture because:

1) It's in my job description to pay attention to things that affect church vitality.

2) A perception that churches are anti-science might be true in some places, but it certainly isn't true at Emmanuel.  What other false perceptions get in the way of the good news of Jesus?
Continued next page…
3)  Churches are one of the few places left in our culture where people can practice being 
in authentic, face-to-face community with people of various ages, political persuasions and personality types.
4) Science doesn't have all the answers to life's most pressing questions.  Neither does faith.  At its best, church provides a place where people can struggle with those questions and express their doubts.

On one hand these findings are troubling, but in another way, they are good news.  They push us, as followers of Jesus, to determine what about our faith  is important and life-giving and relevant, and what should be discarded because it is trivial and death-dealing and alienates us from the love of God.  What could be more appropriate in the season of Resurrection?  







Blessings,







Kathy
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Maundy Thursday, April 5, 5:30 p.m.
Worship and meal around tables in the sanctuary
We are asking for contributions of bread, tossed salad, goulash, and macaroni and cheese.

Please sign up on the clipboard in fellowship hall.

Good Friday Worship

Noon

The First Church in Albany

(110 N. Pearl St.)

sponsored by the Capital Area Council of Churches

Seven Last Words of Jesus Christ with scriptural meditations and Music of Taize

All are welcome.

Easter Egg Hunt
April 7 at 1 p.m.

Children ages 2 through 11 are invited to join the fun!
Emmanuel Celebrates Easter:

[image: image7.wmf]                    6:30 a.m.  FOCUS Sunrise Service
                        (West Capitol Park steps; Swan St. opposite the Alfred E. Smith Bldg.)

                                                    7:00 a.m.  Breakfast at Emmanuel 

                                                  10:00 a.m.  Worship

                                                  11:00 a.m.  Reception
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    From Service to Others…

             Dinner to be Delivered to Shelter
On April 15  Emmanuel will provide a  meal for guests of the Interfaith Shelter.  We will prepare scalloped potatoes with ham and salad.  If you can help, please contact Karen Kendall.  
[image: image9.wmf]
                               CROP Walk

                                                              May 6

                                                             12:30 Registration

                                                        at First Lutheran Church

If you would like to participate in this annual fundraiser for the hungry,

you may contact Karen Green, who will give you the information you need.
Pathfinder Work Weekend

May 4-6
Calling All Men!

You are invited to come to a “work weekend” at Pathfinder Lodge in Cooperstown.   Please bring your own tools; meals will be provided Saturday and Sunday morning, with snacks available Friday evening.  Lodging will be provided, but you must bring your own sleeping bag.  If you can help, contact John Buskey at 315-682-0252 (home)  315-469-4236 (work) or jr. buskey@gmail.com
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                                                Annual Gathering and Convention
Owego Treadway Inn & Suites
Owego, NY
April 27-29
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   Volleyball Continues
 Teens and adults are invited to come to the church on Friday evenings to play some rousing games of volleyball.  We will meet at 7:00.   Invite your friends and plan to join the fun.  If you have questions, you may contact Marilyn Malone.

Concert:   
    Sunday, April 15
 3 p.m.

“Western Mediterranean Music Cruise”

Spanish, Italian and French 

songs and arias
performed by:

Bien Baez

Betsy Lehmann

Brian Morris and other singers 

from the studio of Michael Clement

Admission free/Donations appreciated



April      17 ~  Coordinating Council at Malone’s

              22 ~  Diaconate

Deadline for the May issue of  the MOSAIC is April 18.


     A Note from 
  Elizabeth Sipe:
         “I want to thank everyone for your prayers, cards, and well-wishes.  It makes me happy to know that I belong to such a caring community.”

and from Irene Spencer:

“I would like to thank the people of Emmanuel for your concerns, prayers, cards and telephone calls since my surgery.  My recovery seems to be progressing nicely.”

Happy Birthday…
Laura Folos                                                            1st
Anthony Malone                                                    5th
Geoffrey Bray                                                        6th
Andrew Malone                                                     6th
Matthew Normile                                                   8th
David Blabey                                                       13th
Ian Leet                                                                13th
Tenosha Ford                                                       16th
Hannah Scheu                                                      18th
Isaac Folos                                                           19th
Alyce Malone                                                       21st
Greg Folos                                                            21st
Jonathan Bray                                                      23rd
Kristen Stroebel                                                   23rd
Karen Green                                                         27th
May
Beth Malone                                                         11th
Henry Dodds                                                        16th
Amy Garner                                                         18th
Ericka Silverman                                                  21st
David Malone                                                      23rd
Herb Hall                                                             23rd
If your birthday is not published in our monthly listing, please notify Dorothy at the church office 465-5161. 
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Office:  (518) 465-5161                                                                                      emmanuelalbany@juno.com






































