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       Pastoral Ponderings...
 Occupy Jerusalem -- that's the title of my sermon for the first Sunday in Lent.  It could well describe the last week of Jesus' life because he spent so much time in the temple and in conversation and confrontation with the authorities.  The gospel writers say that he set his face toward Jerusalem, and once he did so, nothing his disciples could say would dissuade him from going there.

Courage is another word to describe the last week of Jesus' life, or more accurately, to describe Jesus.  He set his face toward Jerusalem, knowing that he was risking his life.  

He found the courage to engage in activities that called attention to himself, like his parade into Jerusalem and turning over the tables in the temple.  He made himself available for confrontation by his opponents, and never backed down from his convictions.  He bravely continued to speak up for the oppressed and to speak out against the systems of oppression, even when he was ridiculed, even when he was betrayed, even when he was on trial for his life.  Jesus models many important things for us and courage is near the top of the list for me.   His courage came from knowing he was doing the will of God.  When it faltered, he returned to God and prayed for strength.   

I find Emmanuel to be a community of courage.  Many of you have found strength and courage to face circumstances you never wanted to face.  Your faith has helped you tap inner reserves of courage you didn't know you had, and you have been able to en-courage others in their times of fear.  You have also demonstrated courage in the public square, speaking up for those who have been oppressed in many ways.  Our very existence, as a congregation committed to urban ministry, is an expression of courage.  Now we find ourselves on the brink of another remodelling project.  It takes courage to pledge time and money to this effort, to trust that we are doing the will of God, to believe that we have a future in this place.  I do believe it.  And I take courage from your spirit, not just in the way you embrace the difficulties of a building renovation, but in the way you embrace ministry,  by paying attention to the needs of those around us, by taking the time to learn the needs of immigrants for example, or by being willing to experience new styles of worship or new models for church leadership.  Being a Christian in our time and place doesn't usually require the courage of martyrdom; rather, we need to know which of our convictions are worth standing firm for, and whether we have the courage to live them out.  

Peace,
Kathy
JESUS set his face 

toward Jerusalem
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When Jesus went to Jerusalem for the Feast of Passover, he knew that he was taking a serious risk.  Some extraordinary events happened in and around Jerusalem that last week of his life.  Those events demonstrate the purpose and passions that governed Jesus' earthly ministry.   
This year's Lenten journey will take us through the days of Holy Week, Sunday by Sunday.  We hope that stretching the events of the Holy Week out over the season will help us better understand the immediate socio-political context of Jesus' death and will perhaps lead to new insights into the meaning of his death and resurrection.  
Sunday Worship at 9:55 a.m.

                             Other Worship

Feb. 26 – Entering Jerusalem


Feb 22 –  Ash Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.

Mar. 
4 – Temple demonstration

April 5 –  Maundy Thursday 

Mar. 11 – Conflict with authorities

               5:30 meal, 6:30 worship 

Mar. 18 – Annointed by a woman

April 6 –  Good Friday Worship at 

          Mar. 25 – Garden of Gethsemane

               First Reformed Church: Noon
April   1 – Arrest, Trial, Execution

                          (sponsored by Capital Area Council Churches)
April   8 –  Easter 



 
April 8 –  Easter Sunrise Service    









      6:30 worship, 7:15 breakfast
EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES


Volleyball for ages 10+  

Fridays Feb 24-March 30  7:00 p.m



Children's Movie night 

March 9  7:00 p.m.

                   Immigration Book Study  
Feb 27-March 21







  
Monday evening & Wednesday noon



Immigration Movies

March 4 and March 18  6:00 pm.  



Easter Egg Hunt


April 7, 1:00 p.m.
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It's not too late to join our Lenten conversation about immigration.  Groups will discuss the book Listen to the Children: Conversations with Immigrant Families on Monday evenings and Wednesday noons through March 21.  

We will also host two movie nights with films that help us enter the lives of immigrants.  On March 4, we will see In America together. An Irish family emigrates to New York City where every day is a financial and emotional struggle as they grieve the loss of the baby son who died in Ireland.  Their hopes and dreams are brought to life again with the help of a dying neighbor.  Join us at 6:00 for pizza and the film followed by discussion.   Parents, please be aware that this movie is rated R for sexuality and profanity.  We have not yet selected the second movie which will be shown on March 18.  Watch the bulletins for that selection.  

     Deadline for the April issue of 
the MOSAIC  is March 18. 

Spring Begins March 20!
Work Day Scheduled
March 10

9 a.m. to Noon

There are still a number of projects to complete and something for every skill level.   Bring your work gloves and join us.  “Many hands make light work!”  Lunch will be provided.
Y

ou are invited to contribute to the cost of Easter lilies which will be delivered to members of our church family.  The cost of the plants is $12.  There is a particular need for volunteers to deliver the plants.  Please consider assisting in this ministry.  Please use the form below to indicate your interest and return it to Karen Green.  Thank you!

=====================================

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I plan to purchase a lily ($12) and take it home.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

I plan to purchase a lily and donate it to a church member.
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 FORMCHECKBOX 

I am available to deliver a plant.




NAME: ​_________________________________________
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From Service to Others…

America for Christ Offering to be Received

The America for Christ theme is Engaging Discipleship: Open My Eyes, My Heart, 
My hands.  This theme is a powerful reminder that we have been sent into the world to be ambassadors of God’s love, expressed through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  The primary rule of engagement is “love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:39).
We can ignore this calling and get busy doing church by singing hymns, listening to sermons, giving our tithes and offerings, getting involved in the choir or joining a committee.  These activities may make us feel spiritually good, but God is calling our church to daily follow the incarnational practice modeled by our Lord, who continually engaged people and cultivated relationships.  Active discipleship is a selfless love that responds to the need, hurts, and pain of those at the door of our church.  Our true prayer and Christ like attitude should be “open my eyes, my heart and my hands that I may serve to others. Lord, use my life.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer perhaps said it best when he wrote, “God loves human beings.  God loves the world.  Not an ideal human, but human beings as they are; not an ideal world, but the real world.  What we find repulsive in their opposition to God, what we shrink back from with pain and hostility, namely, real human beings, the real world; this is for God the ground of unfathomable love”. (“A Year with Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Daily Mediations from His Letters, Writings, and Sermons”)

As God’s children in this world, we are called to engage people.  As we meet people every day in our life’s journey, we should share the love of Christ in word and deed.  As God’s people, let us extend our hands daily to lift and encourage those around us who may need hope and a transformative touch of love.  This year’s theme, Engaging Discipleship: Open My Eyes, My Heart, My Hands” encourages us to come alongside people.  Let us see the need, let it break our hearts and, with our hands, let us comfort and be a blessing to others.

We ask you to join in giving generously to this year’s America for Christ Offering and help reach our goal in support of making a difference in the lives of others in the cause of Christ.  The offering will be received on Sundays, March 4 and 11.  Envelopes will be provided for your convenience.  
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            Dinner to be Delivered to Shelter
On March 9 Emmanuel will  provide a  meal for guests of the Emergency Overflow Shelter, and volunteers are needed to prepare the food.  If you can help, please contact Karen Kendall.  
“Voices of Hope” Concert  (
“Voices of Hope” is a musical concert to benefit the children of Interfaith Parnership for the Homeless.  Interfaith’s 11 week summer youth program provides activities, fieldtrips, and healthy lunches to the many youth who are left unattended during summer months.  The concert will be held at 4 p.m. on Sunday, March 11 at First United Methodist Church, Delmar and will be followed by a reception.   Admission free/Donations accepted.

Featured will be:  Capital District Youth Chorale, Mendelssohn Club, pianists from the Music Studio of Albany, Opera Duets, and the Chancel Choir of First Methodist Church.   
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     All-U-can-Eat Pancake Breakfast

          March 17, 8:00 to 11:00 a.m.

                                   at 

Delmar Reformed Church

(386 Delaware Ave., Delmar)
Cost:  $8 per person; kids under 5, free

See Karen Kendall, Nancy Horan or Kathy Donley for tickets

All proceeds benefit the FOCUS Food Pantry
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                        March:
                             toilet paper
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     Still Time to Create “Love Kits”
  Service to Others Commission is collecting Love Kits for the Interfaith Partnership Homeless Shelter and Drop-in Center.  Bags with lists of needed items and a collection box have been placed in Fellowship Hall.   Please take and fill one (or as many bags as you are able) and return all donations to the church by March 11. (Note date change!)   Thank you.

Men’s Lunch Planned
Men,  you are invited to come to the 76 Diner in Latham on Wednesday, March 7 at 11:45 a.m. for lunch and fellowship.  If you plan to join us, please contact Bob Hunziker or Roy Mallory so adequate seating can be arranged.  Remember, if you’re a veteran, you receive 10% discount!  Hope to see you there.   
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                        Ladies Luncheon

                     Thursday, March 8th

11:45 am

Otis & Oliver's Restaurant

(979 Troy Schenectady Rd. Latham, NY (785-9291)

Please RSVP: Betty Mallory or Gail Hill
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  Volleyball Continues
 Teens and adults are invited to come to the church on Friday evenings to play some rousing games of volleyball.  We will meet at 7:00.   Invite your friends and plan to join the fun.  If you have questions, you may contact Marilyn Malone.
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Concert:   
    Sunday, March 18

 3 p.m.

Leo Milman, violin 

Linda Magill, cello
Michael Clement, piano
works by Mendelssohn, Loeillet 

and Beethoven

Admission free/Donations appreciated



March     4 ~ Lenten Movie Night (adults): 6 p.m.
                5 ~ Lenten Book Study at Malone’s: 7 pm

                7 ~ Men’s Lunch @ 76 Diner:  11:45 a.m.

                   ~ Lenten Book Study at church: noon

                8 ~ Women’s lunch at Otis & Oliver

                9 ~ Volleyball & Family Movie Night                     
  10 ~  Work Day:  9 am to Noon


  11 ~  Daylight Saving Time Begins:              
           Spring Forward!
              12  ~ Book Study at Malone’s: 7 p.m.


        ~ Camping dessert Night @ Clifton 
 
            Park Baptist Church:  7 p.m.
              14 ~  Book Study at church:  Noon


  16 ~  Volleyball:  7 p.m.

              17  ~ FOCUS Pancake Breakfast:  Delmar                    
           Reformed Church: 8 to 11 a.m.
              18  ~  Concert at EBC:  3:00 p.m.

                    ~  MOSAIC Deadline
              19  ~ Book Study at Malone’s: 7 p.m.
              21 ~  Book Study at church: Noon


  23 ~  Volleyball:  7 p.m.            
              25 ~  Diaconate
              27 ~  Teacher’s Meeting at church
              30 ~  Volleyball:  7 p.m.


A Note from Pat Hunziker:

[image: image18.wmf]Dear Friends:

Your prayers, cards, calls and other expressions of love and concern have been most appreciated at the time of my surgery and recuperation.  Thank you.

Happy Birthday…
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Sally Cole                                                               1st
Betty Jordan                                                            1st
Jonathan Malone                                                  10th
Lucy Wong                                                          22nd
Olivia LaBarge                                                     30th
Sandy Hall                                                            31st
Laura Folos                                                            1st
Anthony Malone                                                    5th
Geoffrey Bray                                                        6th
Andrew Malone                                                     6th
Matthew Normile                                                   8th
David Blabey                                                       13th
Ian Leet                                                                13th
Tenosha Ford                                                       16th
Hannah Scheu                                                      18th
Isaac Folos                                                           19th
Alyce Malone                                                       21st
Greg Folos                                                            21st
Jonathan Bray                                                      23rd
Kristen Stroebel                                                   23rd
Karen Green                                                         27th
If your birthday is not published in our monthly listing, please notify Dorothy at the church office 465-5161. 
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