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       Pastoral Ponderings...
      
    Jim and I spent a morning working on our pond.  We cut down the dry rushes, and scooped out accumulated leaves and eight dead frogs.  Fortunately, there are also some live ones.  We exchanged the winter heater for the pump so that, eventually, water flowed down the waterfall, reminding me of the pleasure of that sight and sound from last summer.  I think there are about 30 fish.  They don’t listen to my request to stay still so I can count them.  There were only three when we acquired the pond.  The day after our cleaning, we found strands of toad eggs.  Our dog, Lola, is fascinated by the fish and the frogs, and frankly, so are the rest of us.  

Every season is beautiful in its own way.  Spring is associated with new life and, for some of us, with resurrection.  I love the title of Donna Schaper’s Lenten study Calmly Plotting the Resurrection.  Her book is not about an afterlife, but about taking our life now into our own hands.  She says, “Plotting our resurrection means learning to raise the spirits of the church as well as our own spirits . . . It is interactive:  I raise my body to raise your spirit, and you raise your body to help me raise mine.  We raise each other for the sake of our world.  We lift society up from the gutter so that society can lift us up.  We are in this stone-rolling together.”  

I sense resurrection energy, not only within my pond, but within Emmanuel.  In recent weeks, several of you have mentioned new insights into scripture, new wonderings about old ideas, and new directions for mission.  For others, plotting the resurrection means continuing faithful engagement with the ministries to which you are already committed.  Let us attend to the beauty and power of this Eastertide season and celebrate it with each other.  We are in this stone-rolling together.  Christ is risen indeed!

Blessings,




Kathy
From Service to Others…
“Thank you” to all who contributed to the Love Kits for the Interfaith Shelter.  Your generosity allowed us to donate 51 kits, which were very much appreciated.       
Pathfinder Work Weekend
May 4-6
You are invited to come to a “work weekend” at Pathfinder Lodge in Cooperstown.   Please bring your own tools; meals will be provided Saturday and Sunday morning, with snacks available Friday evening.  Lodging will be provided, but you must bring your own sleeping bag.  If you can help, contact John Buskey at 315-682-0252 (home)  315-469-4236 (work) or jr. buskey@gmail.com
From ABC/NYS…

“Spring has sprung and everyone at Vick and Pathfinder Camp and Conference Ministries 

is getting ready for another fantastic year at camp.  We have some job opportunities at 

Camp Vick.  Jillene Narraway, Camp Director, is looking for a cook as well as male & 

female counselors...  Applications and reference forms can be found on our 

website @ vpccministries.org/forms or by calling Kathie @ 315 469-4236 ext. 11 or Jill @ 716 492-4494.

Volunteers at both Camp Vick and Pathfinder Lodge are always needed and welcomed. Forms are available on the website.

Please keep all of the staff at VP Ministries in your prayers as they prepare for another 

camp season where they will be ministering to others in ways God has planned for them.”
International Ministries Announces:

Mission Conference
May 18-25

at

Green Lake Conference Center

Guest Speaker:  Dr. Tony Campolo

Register at internationalministries.org/events
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Laughing All the Way Cabaret:

a side-splitting musical experience!

Comedy songs from Broadway, Hollywood and the Hit Parade
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presented by the 
Emmanuel Singers and friends

directed from the keyboard by 
Michael Clement
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Saturday, May 19, 7:30 PM

Emmanuel Baptist Church

275 State Street in Albany

Admission free/Donations appreciated

As a fundraiser, refreshments will be offered for sale during the performance
“I’m Gonna Sit Right Down and Write Myself a Letter”:

M&E to host letter writing social

Do you owe someone a note?  Would you like to write an advocacy letter on behalf of the hungry?  Do you miss the ‘clack-clack’ of typewriter keys?  Have you been meaning to write to someone in the military, or in a nursing home?  
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Drop in at Emmanuel between 6:30 and 8:30 p.m. on Saturday, June 9 for a dessert-and-coffee letter-writing social.  Bring your friends and family.   M&E will provide paper, pens, notecards and even a typewriter for your enjoyment!  (KM)
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         From the Financial Secretary       

Would you like to receive your Quarterly Giving Reports by email?  If you choose to, you can save paper and ink and time.  It is easy to do. Just put    
 your email address on the green sheets in Fellowship Hall or email                     ellenruth@verizon.net and let me know that is your preference.  Paper   copies are still an option for those who are not as friendly with the computer!  (rp)
A Call to the Simple Way of Radical Christianity

Sometimes you might travel a long ways to find something that feeds your soul or inspires you or makes you laugh.  And sometimes you find it right in your own backyard!  One of those experiences is coming to us in June.   The Capital Region Theological Center and FOCUS churches are bringing Shane Claiborne to town, and we at Emmanuel are privileged to host this event on June 22 and 23. 

Please register for this event at www.capitalrtc.org or pick up a flyer with a mail-in registration form in fellowship hall.  Register by May 23 to get the early-bird discount.  The registration for both days is $105.  Emmanuelites get a 10% discount.  Scholarship help is also available to participants in FOCUS churches through the FOCUS office, 443-0460.  Anyone under 25 pays just $10.  Please register soon -- it helps us plan!  We are hearing reports of registrants coming from other parts of the state and as far away as Mississippi!  

Friday, June 22, 7:00-8:30 p.m.  Too often Christianity has been seen as a set of doctrines or beliefs.  We end up with "statements of faith" when what we really need are "statements of practice".  Shane will help us discover why we need both. 

Saturday, June 23, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Shane will lead us to explore issues of peacemaking, social justice and the radical, sometimes uncomfortable, call to live like Jesus.  Learn how to make a difference in our neighborhoods, communities and in our world.  

Shane Claiborne  graduated from Eastern University, did graduate work at Princeton Seminary, and has a wide range of ministry experience, including  10 weeks working alongside Mother Theresa in Calcutta,  a year serving a wealthy mega-congregation at Willow Creek Community Church outside Chicago, and most recently, three weeks in Baghdad with the Iraq Peace Team.  Shane writes and teaches extensively.  He is a contributing editor for Sojourners Magazine. His books include The Irresistible Revolution, Jesus for President and Becoming the Answer to Our prayers.  . Along with Jim Wallis and Tony Campolo, Shane  calls himself a “Red-Letter Christian”, a follower of Christ who is committed to shaping his life around the things Jesus said and taught.
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In anticipation of Shane Claiborne's time in Albany, FOCUS is organizing a discussion of his book, Jesus for President: Politics for Ordinary Radicals, to stir our political and spiritual imaginations.  A fresh look at Christianity and empire, Jesus for President transcends questions of 'Should I vote or not?' and 'Which candidate?' by thinking creatively about the fundamental issues of faith and allegiance. It's written for those who seek to follow Jesus, rediscover the spirit of the early church, and incarnate the kingdom of God.

There will be two discussion groups, one at 12:15 p.m. and one at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, May 16, 23, 30 and June 6.  FOCUS church pastors will facilitate these conversations.   FOCUS will provide free copies of the book to anyone committed to participating in the book study.  Watch the weekly announcement sheets for more information, including locations of the discussion groups.
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From Worship Commission…
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Do you speak a language other than English?
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Want to give voice to your faith?  Worship Commission invites you to share your skill on Pentecost by being part of a reading in service.  Please call pastor Kathy and let her know what languages you can read.  Thank you!
We're Growing!

Did you notice that there are more chairs out on Sunday in the sanctuary?  Did you notice that it's a little harder to find a Bible when you come in?  Thanks to the generosity of the Danley family, we added 50 new bibles in 2010 and they are a wonderful enhancement to our worship. Now, with our additional seating, we could use a few more Bibles to be sure everyone has access to scripture during service.  We would also like to add a small number of Spanish Bibles for those joining our worship who are more comfortable reading in that language.
Bibles are $10 to $20 apiece, depending on the number ordered.  If you would like to help financially with this ministry, you can mail a check to the church marked "Bible fund".  If you would like more information, ask a member of worship commission:  Mark Chaffin, Judy 

Henningson or Tony Malone.  Please lift up this ministry in your prayers.  Thank you!

Attention All Children!

 If you are old enough to read this, please remember there are clipboards in the sanctuary in a basket for you to use when you are sitting with the adults in service.  You are welcome to bring the clipboard back to your seat and use the bulletins, drawing paper and other materials. If things seem to be missing from the bag, you can give the clipboard to an usher and ask for another.  Please ask an adult to help you return everything to the plastic bag before you leave the sanctuary.  Thank you.
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“Country Discovery” at Emmanuel
Summer 2012

The EBC summer program for children will be “Country Discovery”, focusing on four countries where American Baptists have a presence. We will be discovering India, Germany, Nicaragua, and Egypt!  If you have been to any of these countries and have artifacts you can lend, would be willing to talk to the children about your experiences, or if you’d like to be a leader or helper for the program, Christian Growth Commission wants to hear from you! 
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We also need the following items:  Whiffle bat, duct tape in various colors, soccer ball, and snacks.  If you can help with any of these items, or if you have questions about the program, please talk to Becca Leet.
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      CROP Walk
          May 6
  12:30 Registration

at First Lutheran Church

There is still time to sign up for the CROP Walk or to sponsor one of Emmanuel’s walkers.  If you have questions, you may contact Karen Green.

Membership & Evangelism 
Needs Your Input!
We will be collecting ideas and potential involvement for summer-time short term Interest Groups.  Our vision is for these groups to be informal, meet a couple of times over the summer, and DO something together.  The Commission's ideas have included:

· a hiking/walking group that would take some day or half-day hikes together, 

· a canoeing/kayaking group that would spend a few hours on some local waterways, 

· a reading/book discussion group, 

· a fiber-arts group of some kind that might knit, weave, sew or quilt together.

Who knows what else we can come up with!!!  We feel this would be a great way to spend fun time in fellowship doing things together that we don't usually do.  You'll see a more formal survey in the near future, but if you have ideas or would like to lead a group, please let one of the commission members know! (RP)
Men’s Gathering Scheduled
Emmanuel men are invited to meet for lunch and fellowship at the Latham 76 Diner on May 9, 11:45 a.m.  If you plan to attend, please contact Bob Hunziker or Roy Mallory so adequate seating can be arranged. Remember, if you are a veteran, you will receive 10% discount!

  Emmanuel Ladies,
   You’re Invited…

On Thursday, May 10 at 11:45 a.m., we will gather to enjoy lunch together at Otis & Oliver Restaurant Troy/Schenectady Road, Latham.    Please RSVP to Betty Mallory or Gail Hill.  We hope you’ll join us!

A Note from Elaine Spoor:
“Many thanks for all the cards, notes and phone calls I have received while in the hospital and healing from surgery at home.  Bless you all!”

Happy Birthday…
May
Beth Malone                                                         11th
Henry Dodds                                                        16th
Amy Garner                                                         18th
Ericka Silverman                                                  21st
David Malone                                                      23rd
Herb Hall                                                             23rd
Audrey Ford                                                           3rd
Claudette Mink                                                      5th

Natalie Johnson                                                    7th
Elaine Spoor                                                          8th
Donna Brown                                                        8th
Barbara Lahut                                                        9th
Bob Green                                                            10th
Sarah Oziomiek (Malone)                                   13th
Edie Simpson                                                       17th
Robin Bray                                                           18th
Adele LaBarge                                                     19th
Erin Wilkerson                                                     19th
Ken Cole                                                              19th
Robin Dodds                                                        21st
Edith Leet                                                             29th
Kathy Landers-Wise                                            29th
If your birthday is not published in our monthly listing, please notify Dorothy at the church office 465-5161. 

Deadline for the June issue of  the MOSAIC is May 18.
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Office:  (518) 465-5161                                                                                      emmanuelalbany@juno.com






































