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Under the Bethlehem Sky
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Despair and hope, fear and peace, grief and joy, these are the emotions that brilliantly paint the story of Ruth.  Ruth the foreigner, the outsider, sought safety and found welcome in the ancient town of Bethlehem.  Generations later, Jesus of Nazareth, Ruth's descendant was born under the same Bethlehem sky.  Together their stories resonate with justice, inclusion, love and redemption.  Join us as we return to Bethlehem this season.  Come as you are to share our journey, filled with music and laugher, wonder and joy.  

Every Sunday

 Worship at 10:00 a.m.

Spiritual Formation for all Ages at 11:15 a.m.

Family Fun

Dec. 2 –  12:15 p.m. Christmas cookie exchange 

     (packing goodies for friends in need of cheer)

Dec. 7 –  5:30 Potluck Dinner

 
     6:30  Reader’s Theatre A Christmas Carol
Dec. 23 – Christmas Reception, 11:15 a.m.

Musical Events
Dec. 16  –  EBC Choir Concert, 4:00 p.m.

Dec. 20 –  Christmas Caroling in Latham


        Call church for details


Christmas Eve Worship at 7:00 p.m.
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Advent is the season of the church year that anticipates the birth of Jesus at Christmas as well as the consummation of all things in Christ at the end of time.  

The first Sunday of Advent this year is December 2.  The theme of our worship is Under the Bethlehem Sky.   A special backdrop for the sanctuary has been designed to help us make the journey to Bethlehem.  We are grateful to Jean Burton and Liselle LaFrance for their donations of time and materials and creativity to make the backdrop a reality.  

A Christmas Carol  -- Emmanuel Style

December 7, Starting with dinner at 5:30 p.m.
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Let's enjoy an evening together with no agenda other than to have fun.  Bring your favorite potluck dish to share and stick around to become part of the cast or audience.  We will hand out parts and "perform"  a condensed version of Charles Dicken's well-known A Christmas Carol.     This   is an activity for all ages.  
Special Guest Speaker on December 2

What’s it like to live and work in the West Bank…in the ancient city of Hebron or in a shepherd village in the South Hebron hills?  How does the Israeli-Palestinian conflict affect the everyday life of families there?  How do members of Christian Peacemaker Teams and other international organizations work to reduce the violence inherent under occupation?  What are Israeli and Palestinian human rights groups doing in the struggle for peace with justice in this land that means so much to both peoples?  
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For an inside perspective you’re not likely to hear on the evening news or read in your daily paper, join us in the parlor at 11:15 on Sunday, December 2.  Paul Rehm, who has served with Christian Peacemaker Teams in Israel/Palestine during five of the past seven years, will share some of the experiences that shaped his days and nights in the West Bank.


A member of Albany Friends Meeting and a graduate of Siena College & SUNYA, Paul was Director of Purchasing for Stiefel Laboratories before joining CPT’s reservist corps in 2005.  He and his wife, Katja, reside in South Westerlo and are members of Upper Hudson Peace Action’s Palestinian Rights Committee and of Middle East Crisis Response.

​​​ [image: image10.jpg]


From Service to Others…

               Dinner to be Delivered
On December 9, Emmanuel will provide a  meal for guests of the Interfaith Shelter.  The menu has not yet been determined, but if you would like to help, please contact Karen Kendall.  Guests are always sincerely grateful for the dinner.
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    Advent Giving
During Advent we are collecting the following clothing for the Emergency Overflow Shelter:  men’s sweat clothes (sizes L and XL), men’s underwear and socks.  Your donations can be placed in the designated box in Fellowship Hall. Thank you.
Church World Service is requesting financial contributions toward the purchase of cleaning supplies and blankets for victims of Hurricane Sandy.  If you wish to support this cause, you may donate online at cwsglobal.orgsandy or speak with Karen Kendall.  (KK)

Thank You for the Assistance to Metro Baptist Church
A word of thanks to the many who contributed coats, toiletries and other items which will be sent on to Metro Baptist Church, our sister Welcoming and Affirming congregation in NYC. Your response is inspiring!  The staff at Metro are gathering funds and resources to pass along to the many people in the area impacted by Hurricane Sandy. 

In the MBC update to its supporters they have shared that the outpouring of support has led to reaching maximum capacity for all clothing in the NY/NJ area. No one should go without warm clothing to wear this Thanksgiving!

On Sunday, Pastor Kathy read a prayer by Walter Rauschenbusch, often seen as the nineteenth century’s leading light of the Social Gospel Movement.  His German Baptist Church in Hells Kitchen was just three blocks from Metro Baptist and the Rauschenbusch Metro Ministries not-for profit continues to carry on Rauschenbusch’s work of meeting the social, spiritual and physical needs of people today.

The Metro pastors share this word of appreciation to the readers of the Sandy Relief Update: “In the meantime, please continue to pray for so many still without heat or power, those who are indefinitely displaced, those grieving their losses and for the many who are working day and night to bring relief.  Thank you and may God shine bright to all today!” - TRIPLETT HENKEL & ALAN SHEROUSE – Pastors          (M. Chaffin)

Emmanuel Becomes a Congregational Partner

Emmanuel has joined with the Albany City School District as a Congregational Partner to help the city’s children.  The District issued an appeal last year to all of the city’s faith communities to help raise the children’s academic achievement.  Emmanuel has pledged to be a prayer partner in that effort.  Other options for involvement include tutoring and mentoring individual children, helping in classrooms and libraries, supporting special projects, and many others.  News of the District is available on a regular basis through snn, the e-mail School News Notifier.  To sign up to receive snn news, go to the District’s website at www.albanyschools.org  and  click on the snn icon on the right-hand side.  For more information about Emmanuel’s partnership, see one of the members of the Service to Others Commission.  (E. Leet)
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                                              Extravagant Generosity

Many people worked to bring the theme of Extravagant Generosity to life in October and November.  We especially want to thank Judy Henningson for the Love, Grow, Hope, Give banners which enhanced our sanctuary through the season  and those who shared their personal thoughts and experiences in worship: Karen Green, Kathy Moore, Tony Malone and Ericka Silverman. 
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Deadline for the January  issue of the MOSAIC 

is December 18.
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   “American Folk Songs for Christmas”
     A celebration of traditional selections for choir, 
                  soloists and folk instruments

                   at Emmanuel

             Sunday, December 16

                    4:00 pm

  Bring a friend and enjoy the special sounds of the season. 

             Admission Free/Donations Appreciated
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        he tradition at Emmanuel has been to decorate the sanctuary with poinsettias at Christmas.  The plants are then delivered to the homebound and sick following worship on Christmas Sunday or on Christmas Eve.  If you would like to support this ministry by contributing $12 toward a plant, please give the attached form to Karen Green.  Sorry – We will not be ordering plants for individuals to take home this year.

=====================================

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I plan to purchase a poinsettia ($12) and donate to a church member.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

I am available to deliver a plant.




NAME:_________________________________________   
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Notice of Meetings…

      December 2  ~  Nominating Committee

     December  4  ~  Coordinating Council
                                5:30 at Wilkerson/Donley’s
     December 9  ~ Diaconate & Lunch
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Several of the worship activity clipboards are missing.  If you took one to another part of the church or home with you accidentally, please return it to the basket as soon as possible.  Thank you!

Entertainment Books are here!

Get one for yourself, and invite friends and family to purchase one too!  The cost is still only $30, and we can also order books for other cities.  Your purchase will support our youth group activities and mission projects.  If you have questions, you may contact Marilyin Malone. (785-0022)
[image: image19.emf]If you are a Facebook user, please like the Emmanuel Baptist Church page.  In addition to giving yourself another source of information about EBC, when you like us on Facebook, you help us establish a stronger presence in cyberspace.  
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A Note of Appreciation
Thank you for all your prayers, the food, and other expressions of concern and care.  You have been very thoughtful, and I very much appreciate it.


     Thank you,


     Andrea Carver 
         Nursing Home Visits Continue
The Choir will present a holiday concert at the Beverwyck on Saturday, December 1; rehearsal at 9:30, program at 10:00.   This sharing is a special gift to residents and staff alike.   If you have questions, you may contact Michael Clement or Pat Hunziker.
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   Happy Birthday…
[image: image23.wmf]Kathy Moore                                                      8th
Michele Calvin                                                        9th
Brian Hughes                                                           11th
Matthew Lahut                                                        12th
Dwight Smith                                                    12th
Tom Lahut                                                        14th
Jennie DeFlaviis                                               15th
Tammy Skinner                                                18th
Molly Wilkerson                                               20th
Charles Johnson                                                31st
                   January
Ellen Corcoran                                                    3rd
Kathy Donley                                                     4th
Michael Clement                                              11th                                            

Rosemary Koonce                                            14th                                        

Monica Scheerer                                               15th                                                      

Lucas Silverman                                                15th
Mattie Blassengale                                           18th
Jean Burton                                                      21st
Samuel Koonce                                                24th
Chelah Collins                                                  25th
Erica Edwards                                                  25th
Hunter Spann                                                   25th

Gretchen Scheu                                                26th
Veronica Collins                                              28th
If your birthday is not published in our monthly  listing, please notify Dorothy at 465-5161.
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Office:  (518) 465-5161                                                                                      emmanuelalbany@juno.com






































