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Pastoral Ponderings
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I have heard the expression “uncharted territory”  in recent conversations about the unusual situation in which we now found ourselves – a pastor serving a church 800 miles from where she lives.  I admit, it is an unusual situation, and I am grateful beyond words for your flexibility and compassion and creativity in granting me this leave.

However, it strikes me that this is not entirely uncharted territory.  It seems that the apostle Paul maintained relationships with congregations scattered throughout Asia Minor.  I find myself resonating with him in brand new ways.  How does one do long-distance pastoral ministry?  Paul seems to have done a lot of communicating and a lot of praying. Following his example, I assure you that I pray for you daily.  

I am writing this on an airplane.  I will e-mail it to Dorothy.  She and I may confer by telephone before it is published. What ministry might Paul have accomplished if he had had access to our travel and technology?  Since we do live in our time, let us take full advantage and keep the communication flowing in every way we can think of. 

I really want to know how you are doing. My cell phone is a New York number, not a long-distance call.   Please call me with prayer concerns or pastoral issues or just to check in.  I have my phone with me almost all the time, but the best time to call is between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.  For those who prefer to type, e-mail conversations are also good.  And one of my New Year’s resolutions is to get my Facebook page fully functional.  I will be coming to Albany for 4-5 days each month.   If you would like a visit during that time, please let me or Dorothy know.  

The church at Philippi seems to have been one of Paul’s favorite congregations.  Let me borrow his words to express some of what I feel for Emmanuel:  

(continued on next page)
“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the One who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart,with me.”  (Philippians 1:3-7a) for all of you share in God’s grace 
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In this new year, let us continue the joyful relationship that is developing between us.   We may be separated by many miles, but we know that nothing can separate us from the love of God that binds us together.  





Grace and peace to you,         




Kathy
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                 A Note of Thanks
Planning for several days in Albany, we loaded our family van with winter clothes and entertainment for the 1 ½ day trip.  We brought some snacks and a lot of Christmas gifts, but there was no room for a tree.  I didn’t even think about throwing in a string of lights.    

Our first clue that we didn’t need them was a Christmas wreath on the apartment door.  I certainly hadn’t put it there.  We walked in to discover decorations in every room, including a fully decorated tree, and a refrigerator and pantry stocked with both nutritious food and Christmas goodies!  It appeared that some elves had been at work.  Careful detective work over the next few days led me to conclude that the elves were otherwise known as members and friends of Emmanuel.  It was a wonderful surprise that had us laughing with delight.  Thank you for making our first Christmas in Albany so memorable.  







~ Kathy, Jim, Molly and Erin
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From Service to Others…

Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering to be Received

On Sundays January 16 and 23, our congregation will receive the RMMO.   This is an annual ABCUSA offering that provides (1) “Thank you” checks to more than 3,000 retired American Baptist ministers and missionaries or their widowed spouses, based on 15 or more years of ABC service, and (2) emergency and other financial assistance based on need.  Please help us remember them with love and give with gratitude.   Envelopes will be available for your convenience.
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                                                     Prayer Request

ABC/NYS is heading on a mission trip on February 19-26, 2011 to Haiti, led by Rev. John Buskey. They will be working with our ABC missionary Deliris Carrin.   The deadline for signing up for the trip has passed, but your prayers will be much appreciated.  A list of those going will be posted at the Witness Table in the sanctuary. 
Pastoral Care

During these months when Pastor Kathy is traveling from Indiana, we have a system in place to handle pastoral care and emergencies.  You may notify Dorothy in the church office, Andrea Carver or Kathy Moore if you or someone you know, has a special need.  
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            FOCUS Worship and Annual Meeting
                   February 6

                     10:00 a.m.
[image: image12.wmf]                      at First Presbyterian Church
We wish to thank Andrea Carver, Pat Hunziker, Jon Riegert, Edie Simpson and Karen Green  for preparing a meal for the guests of the Interfaith  Shelter in December.   Emmanuel delivers dinner one Sunday a month to either the Interfaith Shelter or the Emergency Overflow Shelter  through the winter.   If you would like to be part of this special outreach ministry, speak with Karen Kendall or another member of the Service to Others Commission.
The next opportunity to assist will be January 21 when volunteers are needed to prepare food for the Emergency Overflow Shelter.   For menu details and to sign up to help, please contact Karen Kendall.  Thank you.
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January:

                         
     
shampoo
In Recital

Leo Milman, violin

Michael Clement, piano

3 pm 

Sunday, January 9
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         Program includes: 

Beethoven "Spring" Sonata

   Grieg Sonata in C minor

Admission Free 
Donations Accepted

Men’s Luncheon
On January 5 at 11:45 am, Emmanuel men are invited to gather at the 76 Diner in Latham for lunch and friendly fellowship.   If you plan to attend, please contact Bob Hunziker or Roy Mallory so that adequate seating can be arranged.  Thank you!

Annual Reports are Past Due!

If you have not already done so, please submit your report to Dorothy as soon as possible.  Our goal is to provide the Book of Reports 2 weeks prior to the Annual Meeting.
Annual Meeting & Luncheon

January 30

Meat and beverages will be provided for the meal.   We ask that you please sign up to bring a side-dish/dessert to share (serving 8 to 10 people)  

NOTE:  Volunteers  are needed to set up and clean up.  Without you, this meal can not happen.   Please let Andrea know how you will help.

              Happy Birthday…
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Ellen Corcoran                                                       3rd
Kathy Donley                                                         4th
Michael Clement                                                  11th
Rosemary Koonce                                                14th
Monica Sheerer                                                    15th
Lucas Silverman                                                   15th
Mattie Blassengale                                               18th
Jean Burton                                                          21st
Sam Koonce                                                         24th
Hunter Spann                                                       25th
Erica Edwards                                                      25th
Chelah Collins                                                     25th
Gretchen Scheu                                                    26th
Veronica Collins                                                  28th
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Betty Mallory             1st
Wes Kendall                                                           5th
Aaron Johnson                                                       9th
Becca Leet                                                            15th
David Green                                                         16th
Jacek Barelski                                                      17th
Tim Bray                                                              18th
Gail Hill                                                               28th
If your birthday is not published in our monthly listing, please notify Dorothy at the church office 465-5161. 
     Deadline for the January issue of the MOSAIC  is January 18.
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