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On all Saints Day in November, I suggested that we Baptists were missing out on some funny and unusual saint stories.  As we celebrate St. Valentine’s Day this month, I thought it would be good to refresh our memories about that much beloved saint.  You remember him, right? . . .   Now, what did he do again? . . .  If you can’t remember, you’re in good company.  There seems to be some confusion about who Mr. Valentine was.  The Catholic Church today recognizes at least three St. Valentines.

One of the most popular legends about St. Valentine identifies him as a priest who served during the third century in Rome. When Emperor Claudius II decided that single men made better soldiers than those with wives and families, he outlawed marriage for young men — his crop of potential soldiers. Valentine, realizing the injustice of the decree, defied Claudius and continued to perform marriages for young lovers in secret. When Valentine's actions were discovered, Claudius ordered that he be put to death.  Another story says that while awaiting his execution, Valentine restored the sight of his jailer's blind daughter and that on the eve of his death, he penned a farewell note to the jailer's daughter, signing it, "From your Valentine” -- creating the world’s first valentine.  

You may make up your own mind about how true or fanciful those stories are, but we do know that love has been a theme among Christians from the beginning.  “See how they love one another.”    That’s what the Tertullian said that non-Christians were saying about Christians near the end of the second century. “See how they love one another.”  It has been a hallmark of our faith from our earliest times.  And while it is unfortunately true that conflict and division are also our hallmark, especially we Baptists, I find that local churches can manifest the love that Tertullian’s contemporaries noticed.  I have seen it from the beginning at Emmanuel – in the ways you greet each other after a week apart; when you listen carefully even when you’re sure you already know what someone is going to say; in the ways you endure, and even enjoy, each other’s foibles.  I’m seeing it again in some very thoughtful, passionate conversations about how we can best include everyone and meet everyone’s needs in worship.  

Tertullian also said,  “We assemble to read our sacred writings . . . and with the sacred words we nourish our faith, we animate our hope, we make our confidence more steadfast; and no less by inculcations of God’s precepts, we confirm good habits.” (From the Apology of Tertullian, AD 197)
  (continued …)
His description of worship sets some high goals.  Animating hope and confirming good habits sound surprisingly contemporary to me.  

[image: image6.wmf]In light of Tertullian’s thoughts and the story of St. Valentine, perhaps our motto for the month could be  Let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds.  (Hebrews 10:24)





Blessings,





Kathy
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From the (past) Moderator

I want to express my thanks to the people in church leadership positions who have worked so hard these last three years while I have been Moderator.  I am particularly grateful for having the opportunity to work with the Coordinating Council during these often-tumultuous times.  We have faced a lot of tough decisions together, and I appreciate the willingness to serve, the encouragement, and the faithfulness demonstrated by each person.   May God bless our ongoing work together as a community.  ~ Kathy Moore
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Emmanuel Women Lunch Together
Due to the wintry weather, Emmanuel women have had to postpone their initial lunch meeting more than once.  However, another date has been chosen.  Mark your calendar and plan to come to the church on Wednesday, February 23rd at 11:45 a.m.  Bring your sandwich; soup, coffee and tea will be provided.   Parking will be available at Westminster Presbyterian Church.  For more information or transportation, call Gail Hill (383-3258)  We hope you will join us!
Pastoral Care

During these months when Pastor Kathy is traveling from Indiana, we have a system in place to handle pastoral care and emergencies.  You may notify Dorothy in the church office, Andrea Carver or Kathy Moore if you or someone you know, has a special need.  
Preaching Schedule from February through May:
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Worship Commission

leading worship
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From Service to Others…

                        “Love Kits” to be Created
Emmanuel is once again participating in this annual collection which provides personal care items for guests of the Interfaith Shelter.  A box containing empty bags for the  “love kits”  can be found in Fellowship Hall.  You are asked to take one and fill it with items such as toothpaste/brushes, deodorant, shampoo, razors, etc.   A special treat such as a candy bar or granola bar is always welcome too!   Please return the bags by Feb. 27.  The Service to Others Commission will see that they are delivered.  Thank you!

[image: image9.wmf]
On one Sunday a month through the winter, Emmanuel provides a meal to either the Interfaith Shelter or the Emergency Overflow Shelter.  We wish to thank Edie Simpson, Karen Green and Barbara Lahut for helping with last month’s meal, which was delivered to the Overflow Shelter.   The next opportunity to assist with this special outreach ministry will be on Sunday, February 13th when we will provide supper for guests of the Interfaith Shelter.   Please let Karen Kendall know if you can help.  Thank you!
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     Deadline for the March issue of 
the MOSAIC  is February 18. 

Church Office Closed Feb. 21
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           FOCUS Worship & Annual Meeting
                                               February 6

                                      10:00 a.m

                          at First Presbyterian Church
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February:
          Tampons/sanitary napkins        

              Happy Birthday…
[image: image13.wmf]Betty Mallory             1st
Wes Kendall                                                           5th
Aaron Johnson                                                       9th
Becca Leet                                                            15th
David Green                                                         16th
Jacek Barelski                                                      17th
Tim Bray                                                              18th
Gail Hill                                                               28th
Sally Cole                                                      1st
Jonathan Malone                                                  10th
Lucy Wong                                                          22nd
Olivia LaBarge                                                    30th
If your birthday is not published in our monthly listing, please notify Dorothy at the church office 465-5161. 
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